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after another. At last the new moon appeared, and
was hailed by me as 'Id.1 On the first of the month,
the king and the inhabitants again assembled on that
same plain; then I determined, that this time, let
what will happen, I would be resolute, and propound
this mysterious circumstance.

Suddenly the young man appeared, mounted, accord-
ing to custom, on a yellow bull, and, dismounting, sat
down [on the ground]; in one hand he held a naked
sword, and in the other the bull's halter; he gave the
vase to his attendant, who, as usual, showed it to
every one, and carried it back [to his master]. The
crowd, on seeing the vase, began to weep ; the young
man broke the vase, and struck such a blow on the
slave's neck as to sever his bead from his body, and,
he himself remounting the bull, returned [towards the
woods]; I began to run after him, with all speed,
but the inhabitants laid hold of my hand, and ex-
claimed, " What is this you are going to do ? why,
knowingly, art thou about to perish ? If thou art so
tired of life, there are a great many ways of dying,
by which thoumayest end thy existence." How much
soever I beseeched them [to let me go], and even had
recourse to main force, in order that by some means I
might escape from their hands, yet I could not release
myself. Three or four men clung fast to me, and
having seized me, led me towards the city. 1 again
suffered for another whole month in a strange state of
disquietude.

1 The 'Id is the grand festival after the Lent of Ramazan is over. There
is another 'Id, called Al-Kurlan, in commemoration of Abraham's medi-
tated sacrifice of his son Isaac, or as the Muhammadans believe of hia eon
Ishmael,